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Dear Sirs 
 
Proposed Bus Services Changes 
 
I write on behalf of the Parish Council and those detailed on the attached 
petition. A number of other parishioners expressed their strongest possible 
objections at the monthly council meeting earlier this week.  
 
We are all very concerned that the proposed changes will have a detrimental 
impact on residents in Todwick and I give some of the reasons for this below:- 

1. There would be no direct bus to Rotherham General Hospital and once 
the drop in centre is located there this situation will be exacerbated. 

2. Todwick residents would have no bus service to the doctor’s surgery at 
Aston, where a significant number of Todwick residents are registered.  

3. There would be no bus service to Sheffield, nor one to Dinnington.  
4. Access to hospitals in both Sheffield and Rotherham is essential.  

Although Rotherham is the 'local' hospital there are many specialist 
treatments only available in Sheffield.  Hospital treatment is not a 
matter of choice but necessity. 

5. Access to the Hospital and Doctors is essential in an area where there 
is an ageing population. Patients are clearly travelling when they are 
unwell and receiving visitors when in hospital is a significant 
contributory factor in recovery for patients. Surely you should be 
looking at making their journeys easier under these circumstances. 

6. There are NO facilities in Todwick so when anyone needs the Dentist, 
Doctor, Chemist, and Supermarket etc they have to travel to nearby 
villages (Usually Kiveton, Dinnington, Aston, Swallownest, and 
Anston).  This is not a matter of choice but necessity. 

7. The nearest major shopping venues are located at Crystal Peaks, 
Rotherham, Sheffield Centre and Meadowhall. These should all be 
serviced by public transport from Todwick. 

8. Those who work and rely on public transport, especially shift workers, 
would have their opportunities to work elsewhere (e.g. Sheffield City or 
Meadowhall) curtailed. 

9. Socially, many people like to have a night out in Rotherham and/or 
Sheffield and again need to have access to Public Transport - No one 
wants to encourage drink driving but the prohibitive cost of taxi's to and 
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from Rotherham and Sheffield make going on a night out an 'elitist' 
activity. 

10. The RMBC website has details of traffic assessments. Should anyone 
wish to build in Todwick (land has been outlined for potential of this in 
future) they must first carryout out a Traffic Assessment.  It is RMBC 
policy that public transport be promoted as the 'green option' but the 
proposed change to the bus services in Todwick as presently 
formulated are at odds with this RMBC policy. Indeed, some planning 
permissions have been granted without the need to provide vehicular 
access provision solely on the basis that excellent public transport links 
exist. Will the Borough Council now rescind these permissions when 
the public transport provided will be wholly inadequate by anyone’s 
standards? 
 

Whilst we are opposed to the proposed changes we feel it appropriate to 
suggest entirely achievable and pragmatic alternatives:- 

1. One of the three X5 services/hour could be directed to serve Todwick 
i.e. by routing from Sheffield to Swallownest, then on to Todwick and 
terminate at Dinnington. 

2. The 271 Crystal Peaks to Kiveton Park service to carry on to Harthill. 
Even though the X14 changes to the 29 it appears to work, most 
people are happy with this service and wish to keep it. 

3. Route two of the number 27 from Rotherham, Swallownest Crystal 
Peaks and return. Route one number 27A bus per hour route after 
Swallownest to Mansfield Road, Wales, Kiveton Park, Todwick, 
Harthill and return. 

 
The people of Todwick deserve an IMPROVED bus service and at the very 
least they should be properly consulted on the proposed changes. They 
object in the strongest manner to being snubbed and ignored by the 
consultation process which has, by doing so, potentially left themselves open 
to challenge on the consultation being inadequate and inefficient.  We suggest 
that the consultation period be extended. 
 
Todwick Parish Council suggests that a small working group be formulated, 
consisting of informed residents to work through all the issues, with you. Only 
by working together can a satisfactory solution be reached. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

J R Walker 
 
Also sent by E-mail to rotherhambuspartnership@sypte.co.uk 
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